A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.                         19

and knowledge are marks for the men of power to
shoot at; to be high, and great, is to be wise and
good.

He that is rich is wise,
And all men learned poverty despise.

But this is but an excursion, I come back re-
proved : the magi were not always kings or em-
perors ; the wise men and the southsayers, the ma-
gicians and astrologers, (who, by the way, were all
but one sort of people.) were oftentimes in mean
circumstances as to money, even in those graver
days; they acted for the public good indeed, but it
was in conjunction with their own interest too, they
had their rewards for southsaying and divining; and
when the king of Syria asked his servants to go to
Elisha the prophet to inquire for him about his
health, he bade them take a present in their hand
for the man of God.

I cannot indeed say how high-prized things went
in those days, and whether wisdom was not under-
rated then, as it is now; whether there was due en-
couragement given for the search, or whether wit
went threadbare and in rags, as it does since;
authors are not agreed upon It indeed, and it may be
hard to bring them to a point: it is true, later and
more modern philosophers learned to despise money,
and Solon preferred wisdom and a retired life to the
wealth of Croesus; but in the more early times of
the world, the knowledge of nature and the study
of wisdom, as it went then, seemed to be a commu-
nicative good, which, therefore, as they that reaped
the benefit of it ought to pay for and did so, so their
wise men grew, in time, mercenary and mean, as in
other places.

This leads me to the times when the primitive
wisdom of those early days beginning, as I said, to
be more common, and that the magi had cbmnmni-
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